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VIRT3C@Hull 2010 

Developing the Virtual Society: Conflict in Adoption of Collaborative Networks ��� 

19-20 March 

 

The Inaugural Interdisciplinary Conference of the Virtual Communication, Collaboration and 
Conflict (VIRT3C) Research Group at the University of Hull 

 

Public Keynote speaker: 

Geert Lovink  

[Institute of Network Cultures; Hogeschool van Amsterdam; University of Amsterdam] 

Keynote speakers: 

Gabriella Coleman [Media, Culture, and Communication, NYU] 

Mathieu O'Neil [Paris Sorbonne – Paris IV] 

 

Our plenary theme is ‘Developing the Virtual Society: Conflict in Adoption of Online 
Collaborative Networks’. As virtual society develops, and peer technologies and practices 
pump in its heart, this conference brings together academics of all disciplines to discuss 
conflict in the adoption of collaborative networks. This is a time of confrontation between 
older forms of communication and organization and new ways of sharing, collaborating and 
acting collectively. We seek to explore conflicts emerging in the transition from, and 
resistance to, horizontal participatory networks, as well as conflict within collaborative 
networks. We welcome suggestions for panels and papers on any area relating to our theme, 
and particularly in the following areas: 

• Network Theory 
• P2P and FLOSS methodology adoption 
• FLOSS methodology 
• Open source conflicts and forking 
• Adoption by NGOs and the developing world 
• Adoption by social movements, hacktivism, cyberconflict 
• Institutional resistance to networks 
• Online P2P places and conflicts 
We encourage especially contributions, including, but not limited to, politics, economics, 
computer science, business, psychology, sociology, and law. 

With your abstract of no more than 300 words please include the following information: 

Name, postal address, email ���Institutional affiliation and position (if applicable) 
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Please send abstracts in Word or pdf format to the organisers 
at���athina.k@gmail.com ���Provisional Deadline for abstracts: 15th January 2010 

 

The Virtual Communication, Collaboration and Conflict Research Group (VIRT3C) is about 
passionate collaborative production and exploring the strengths and weakness of peer 
technology and open projects. VIRT3C will bring leading cybertheorists, internet, peer 
production and social networking experts together for knowledge-sharing, and collaboration 
in interdisciplinary academic projects, facilitating original ideas for research and funding 
applications. It will provide a physical base and a hub of activity, provoking and supporting 
new ideas of research to several successful virtual networks, such as the P2P Foundation, 
Oekonux and other virtual communities. 

The reason people participate in online collaborative projects is to learn and develop new 
skills, which have economic value to developers and employers. It encourages and increases 
the value that can be added locally, instead of concentrating value with the proprietor. For 
example free software facilitates local economies, indicating a powerful organizational model, 
harnessing innovation and allocating scarce resources in a sustainable fashion. This new 
politico-economic model is currently having a great impact on business, media and global 
politics, to the extent that sociopolitical movements have taken notice of the potential of the 
new technoscape for societal change, as much as governments are more and more engaging 
with the financial benefits, challenges and threats of these informal communities and skills-
development environments. 

Intended outcomes 

• A physical base in Hull for dozens of virtual networks academic and otherwise on the area 
of virtual communication, collaboration and conflict. 

• A cooperative forum for dialogue about the standards and changes in online collaborative 
environments. 

• A participatory group, exchanging ideas, experiences, and creating collaborative research 
agendas. 

• Promoting ideas and values of online collaboration, conflict resolution and raising the 
visibility of alternative governance and organization. 

• Networking with individuals and organizations working in the identified areas to develop 
contacts and knowledge exchange opportunities with participants. 

• Creating educational activities in the forms of seminars, workshops and conferences and 
working groups for knowledge exchange. 

• Developing new research and publications in this field, new research outlets, such a 
electronic journals in collaboration with partners. 

• Coordinating funding applications for European, international projects and smaller grants in 
collaboration with member individuals and organizations. 

 

Gabriella Coleman 

Gabriella Coleman is an assistant professor in the Department of Media, Culture, and 
Communication at NYU. Trained as anthropologist, she examines the ethics and online 
collaboration with a focus on Free and Open Source Software. Between 2001-2003 she 
conducted ethnographic research on computer hackers primarily in San Francisco, the 
Netherlands, as well as those hackers who work on the largest free software project, Debian. 
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She has published numerous articles on the ethics of Free Software and is completing a book 
manuscript "Coding Freedom: Hacker Pleasure and the Ethics of Free and Open Source 
Software" and is starting a new project on peer to peer patient activism on the Internet with a 
focus on psychiatric survivors and lyme disease patients. 

 

Mathieu O'Neil 

Mathieu is the author of (2009) Cyberchiefs. Autonomy and Authority in Online Tribes, Pluto, 
London. He has worked at ACSPRI Centre for Social Research, was Visiting Fellow at the 
Australian National University’s Centre for New Media Arts and has lectured in American 
Studies at the Université Stendhal - Grenoble 3. Currently at Paris Sorbonne – Paris IV, he 
researches the emergence of new organisational forms in the online environment. Mathieu is 
also working on the relationship between the management of identities, the evolution of the 
notion of expertise, and personal creativity, in digital networks; on the means to facilitate the 
transition to "post-scarcity" societies; and on quantitative research methods into online 
organisational fields such as environmental and social movement activists. 

 

Conference Speakers: 

Berry, David: ‘Coding Citizenship: Translating Technical Rights into Civil Rights’, Swansea 
University, UK. 

Brayshaw, Mike and Gordon, Neil: 'In place of Virtual Strife', University of Hull, UK. 

Cohen-Almagor, Raphael: ‘Moral responsibility and Social Networking: The Megan Meier 
Tragedy’, University of Hull, UK. 

Coleman, Gabriella: 'Cabals, Crisis, and Conflict on the Virtual Frontier', New York 
University, U.S. 

Dafermos, George: ‘An empirical study of division of labour in free & open source software 
development: the case of FreeBSD', Delft University of Technology, Holland. 

Delis, Vasilis [presenting collaboration with Fountana M., Kalaitzis D., Valeontis E]: 
‘Building Conceptually Rich Online VR Environments: The “SimSafety” Case Study’, 
Computer Technology Institute Patras, Greece. 

Drake, Mick: 'SecondLife and the “Society of Control'’, University of Hull, UK. 

Federico, Anthony: ‘Atheism and the Practice of Technology’ [Case study of an internet 
atheist group], SOAS, UK. 

Fernando, Suresh: ‘OpenKollab: Inherent Conflicts Arising within Generative Collaboration 
Spaces’, http://openkollab.com 

Grech, Alex: 'Alternative Models for Social Media Networks: Blogging and Changing Power 
Systems in Malta', University of Hull, UK. 

Haralanova, Christina: ‘Women's Invisible Contribution to Free and Open Source Software’ 
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University of Quebec in Montreal, Canada 

Leung, Delores: [presenting collaboration with Lee, Pui-yuen and Ho, Wai-yam] ‘Conflict 
and Implication of establishing Immersive Virtual Environment for Visual Merchandising: A 
study of consumers’ virtual shopping experiences in virtual collaborative networks’, The 
Hong Kong Polytechnic University, PRC. 

Lovink, Geert: 'The Radical Critique of Free Culture', Institute of Network Cultures; 
Hogeschool van Amsterdam; University of Amsterdam, Holland. 

Lindgren, Simon: ‘Subculture: Exploring Peer Production and Conflict in Networked Publics’ 
Umeå University, Sweden. 

McPherson, Campbell: 'The boys (and two girls?) from Albania - the last Internet bastion?', 
University of Hull, UK. 

Merten, Stefan: ‘Conflicts and the governance model of Free Software’, www.oekonux.de 

Niesyto, Johanna: 'The Hidden Translingual Dimension of Wikipedia', University of Siegen, 
Germany. 

O'Neil, Mathieu: 'Theory and Practice of Online Research: Power, Expertise, Critique', Paris 
Sorbonne - Paris IV, France. 

Pinto, David: 'Confrontation v Conflict', http://www.2020worldpeace.org/ 

Rahman, Nik: 'Technological Barriers in Health Development: The Malaysian Case', 
University of Hull. 

Rawlings, Thomas: ‘Evolutionary p2p Systems’, www.fluffylogic.net 

Söderberg, Johan: 'Entrepreneurs, Activists or Criminals: Reflections on the Swedish Pirate 
Movement', University of Gothenburg, Sweden. 

Teli, Maurizio: ‘Forking is an option? Community, Corporate and Dual Licensing’, 
University of Trento, Italy. ������Tkacz, Nathaniel: ‘The Politics of Forking Paths’, Royal 
Melbourne Institute of Technology, Australia. 

Wittel, Andreas: 'On Sharing', Nottingham Trent University, UK. 

 

 

 


